REGULATION FOR THE JINR PROGRAMME ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Approved with amendments by the JINR Scientific Council at its 84th session 
held on 4–5 June 1998
1. General Provisions
The Programme Advisory Committees (PACs) are advisory bodies to the JINR Directorate and to the JINR Scientific Council in specific fields of research.
The Programme Advisory Committees:
– consider proposals for experimental projects of JINR, at JINR facilities as well as at facilities of other research laboratories;
– review the progress of on-going projects;
– review projects for the development and upgrading of the JINR facilities.
To implement these functions, the PACs consider proposals of scientific collaborations, Institutes, JINR Laboratories, and individual scientists.
The PACs evaluate proposals primarily on the basis of scientific merit as well as with regard to the availability of the human, technical and financial resources of JINR and external Institutions. They submit their recommendations to the JINR Director.
Considering that the JINR activities are carried out in different fields of research, the JINR Scientific Council establishes PACs for:
– Particle Physics;
– Nuclear Physics;
– Condensed Matter Physics.
The further establishment, or the cancellation of PACs, needs the approval of the Scientific Council.
2. Composition and structure
2.1. To each РАС, the Scientific Council appoints upon proposal by the JINR Director, as a guideline, 8-10 independent members ad personam (not from JINR's personnel) who are experts in the relevant field. These members are appointed for 3 years. After their 3-year term of duties, about one third of the РАС members is usually replaced by new members with a view to ensuring both change and continuity in the membership of the PACs.
2.2. To each РАС, the JINR Director appoints, as a guideline, 5 representatives of the JINR management and/or representatives of the relevant services as ex officio members, amongst them the Laboratory Directors concerned with the work of the respective РАС. The ex officio members of the PACs have no right to vote.
2.3. The Scientific Council appoints a Chairperson for each РАС upon proposal by the JINR Director.
3. Procedure
3.1. The PACs meet at least once a year.
3.2. The РАС Chairperson is responsible for the preparation of the meetings.
3.3. In order to be considered at any given meeting of а РАС, proposals for research projects are to be submitted to the РАС Chairpersons not later than 2 months before the meeting.
3.4. All proposals are presented to the scientific community at public sessions of the PACs. Each proposal is refereed by at least one independent РАС member. The PACs may co-opt additional independent experts for specific issues.
3.5. Agenda issues to be discussed at the РАС meetings must be submitted to the Chairpersons not later than 6 weeks before the meetings.
3.6. Material for the meetings is prepared by the scientific secretaries and is dispatched to the РАС members not later than 1 month before the meetings.
3.7. Minutes of the РАС meetings are taken. The РАС minutes are published and sent to all the РАС members, spokespersons of the proposals considered at the meetings, and members of the Scientific Council.
3.8. The РАС recommendations are adopted by simple majority of votes of all the РАС members, with not less than two thirds of them being present at the meetings.
3.9. If necessary the PACs set up panels to consider specific issues and convene special meetings.
3.10. Joint meetings of several PACs may be held if deemed necessary.
3.11. The Chairpersons of the PACs are invited by the JINR Directorate to present the recommendations of the PACs at the sessions of the JINR Scientific Council.
