REGULATIONS

on Associated Membership in the Joint Institute for Nuclear Research

(approved by the Committee of Plenipotentiaries of the Governments of JINR Member States at the session in Bansko, Bulgaria, on 22nd November 2021, article VIII of Protocol)

The present Regulations have been developed pursuant to and in accordance with the Charter of the Joint Institute for Nuclear Research (JINR), in particular, Articles 5 (para 4), 6, 8, 17, 25 and define the notion, objectives, terms and procedure for admission to associated membership in JINR.

1. ASSOCIATED MEMBERSHIP IN JINR

1.1. Associated membership is a form for participation of states in JINR, implemented within the framework of an agreement signed with JINR at governmental level, with the aim to enlarge the geography and to expand the scope of JINR multilateral scientific cooperation and facilitate involvement of new countries in JINR activities, including those within the process of accession to JINR as a fully-fledged Member State.

1.2.  An Associated Member is a state, the Government of which has signed an agreement on associated membership (hereinafter referred to as agreement) in accordance with JINR Charter and the present Regulations on associated membership in JINR (hereinafter referred to as Regulations).

1.3. The fundamental reason underlying associated membership in JINR and signing of the respective agreement is a reciprocal interest to establish a strategic partnership and to jointly implement research activities within the framework of JINR Topical Plan of Research or its selected scientific areas.

2. PROCEDURE FOR ADMISSION TO ASSOCIATED MEMBERSHIP 

2.1. To have its request for associated membership considered in due course, the Government of the interested state shall submit a formal application to the Director of JINR. The application shall express the wish to acquire the status of JINR Associated Member, acknowledge compliance with the provisions of JINR Charter and the present Regulations.

2.2. JINR Director shall inform the Committee of Plenipotentiaries (CP) members about the application, carry out necessary negotiations and in accordance with the present Regulations shall draft the agreement on associated membership with all related addenda for successive approval by consensus by the Plenipotentiaries of the Governments of JINR Member States at the next scheduled CP session.

2.3. The agreement shall be signed on behalf of JINR by the Director and on behalf of the Associated Member by an official representative of the Government of the respective state.
3. AGREEMENT ON ASSOCIATED MEMBERSHIP IN JINR

3.1. The agreement on associated membership and its addenda shall include provisions, stipulating the research programme, terms and timeframe of cooperation, financial relations, mutual rights and obligations, conditions for termination of the agreement, settlement of disputes.

3.2. In order to coordinate the work, provided for in the agreement, as well as to resolve issues related to its implementation, a Joint Coordinating Committee (JCC) on cooperation shall be set up with an equal number of members on each side. Representatives, appointed to the JCC, shall have relevant expertise for the scientific, educational and other issues of cooperation and shall be invested with due authority. 

The JCC shall be convened at least once a year and pass decisions on issues related but not limited to:

· approval of annual financing of joint work and distribution of funds as per specific research projects,

· assessment of implementation of current research programmes and projects,

· drafting of new project proposals, etc. 
4. RIGHTS OF THE ASSOCIATED MEMBER
4.1. Authorized representatives of the Associated Member shall have the right to:

· take part as observers without voting rights in open sessions of the Committee of Plenipotentiaries of Governments of JINR Member States, the Financial Committee and the Scientific Council;

· take the floor when invited by the Chairperson of open sessions of the Committee of Plenipotentiaries of Governments of JINR Member States, Financial Committee and Scientific Council and express their views on those issues of JINR research programme and projects where the Associated Member state is participating through the agreement;

· take part in the work of JINR advisory bodies;

· request and obtain excerpts from Protocols of CP sessions and other gatherings of JINR standing bodies directly related to the subject of the agreement with JINR.
4.2.  Alongside with participation in JINR scientific programme, Associated Members have the right to participate in JINR educational and training programmes.

4.3. Upon consultations with JINR Directorate the Associated Member shall have the right to assign national personnel for employment as JINR staff under term contracts in accordance with JINR Staff Regulations and existing HR practice. The number of national personnel from the Associated Member employed as JINR staff shall be determined by financial resources provided for in the agreement. 

4.4.  The Associated Member shall have the right to access JINR research infrastructure facilities within the framework of the agreed research programme and the financial resources provided for in the agreement.

4.5. Industrial and business companies from the Associated Member shall have the right to participate in procurement procedures and bid for JINR contracts in accordance with procurement rules and regulations existing in JINR.
Authorized representatives of the Associated Member may participate as observers in discussions of JINR procurement procedures carried out in respective working bodies attached to the CP. 
5. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ASSOCIATED MEMBER
5.1. The Associated Member shall fulfill the terms of the concluded agreement on associated membership with JINR, as well as existing JINR regulations, related to the subject of this agreement.

5.2. The Associated Member shall contribute to JINR budget by paying an annual budget fee, of which 20% shall be directed to support JINR infrastructure.

5.3.  The annual associated membership fee shall be a subject of a bilateral understanding and shall be defined by the costs and scale of participation in selected areas of cooperation.

5.4. The annual fee of the Associated Member shall not be reduced during the period the agreement on associated membership remains valid.
6. RESPONSIBILITIES OF JINR
6.1.  JINR shall duly observe terms and conditions of the agreement, including those providing for the rights of the Associated Member, specified in Article 4 of the present Regulations.

6.2.  JINR shall render assistance to staff personnel, assigned by the Associated Member for JINR employment, in resolving issues connected with their stay in the country of JINR residence.

7. TERMINATION OF THE AGREEMENT ON ASSOCIATED MEMBERSHIP
7.1. The agreement on associated membership may be terminated upon its expiration and its further extension considered inexpedient by the contracting parties.

7.2. In the event the Associated Member repeatedly fails to meet its obligations under the agreement on associated membership, at the instance of JINR Director the CP shall pass the decision on unilateral termination of the agreement.

7.3.  The Associated Member shall have the right to terminate its association with JINR unilaterally and shall submit a notice to this effect to JINR Director not later than 30th September of the current year. JINR Director shall notify the Plenipotentiaries of JINR Member States about receipt of such a notification at the next scheduled CP session. 
7.4.  Termination of associated membership shall come into effect at the end of the financial year, within which the country declared termination of the agreement, and shall not affect its financial commitments for that year. 

7.5.  Termination of associated membership with JINR shall preclude mutual material claims.
8. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES
8.1. All disputes and differences of opinions that may arise in the course of implementation of the agreement shall be settled within the framework of the JCC. 
9. CONCLUDING PROVISIONS
9.1.  The present Regulations are subject to endorsement by the CP.

9.2.  Any alterations or amendments to the present Regulations shall be made solely by decision of the CP of the Governments of JINR Member States.

9.3. Alterations or amendments introduced to these Regulations shall not revise any commitments earlier undertaken by JINR in respect of the Associated Members. The terms of earlier concluded agreements remain valid unless the сontracting parties do not agree otherwise.

